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The interactive features are provided solely to 
enhance your learning experience. We have 
only added links where (in the opinion of the 
editors) additional information is useful. We did 
not want to add so much stuff that it becomes 
a distraction rather than a useful tool. Also, we 
did not want to break the rhythm of your learn-
ing experience with an over abundance of side 
tracks. So don’t expect links on every page. 
We hope you will appreciate this approach. The 
“Links” page at www.homebuildinganswers.com 
will also point you to a wealth of additional 
information.

We do our best to make sure all links are cur-
rent. If you discover a broken link, please let us 
know at 

links@HomeBuildingAnswers.com. 

Be sure to give us the page number where the 
broken link is located and the web address (url) 
that cannot be reached.

We wish you the best of luck in this exciting ad-
venture, and would like to hear from you when 
you get underway. Send your photos to us at

projects@HomeBuildingAnswers.com.

You can mail your videos to us at P.O. Box 
471984, Aurora, CO 80047. Be sure to identify 
yourselves and tell us where you are building!

Special Notice
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This is the final of a four-lesson series dealing 
with all of the elements in the home over 
which you will have some design control in 
coming up with your plans and specifications. 

In Lesson Five, we looked at the Structural Systems. In Lesson Six, we 
examined the Mechanical Systems. In Lesson Seven we talked about the 
Enclosure elements of the home.

In this lesson, we will take a look at all of the other things about which 
you will be making decisions. These will include the Trim Materials, the 
Finishes, the Fixtures and Equipment, and all of the Outdoor Choices.

Lesson Nine will move us from the planning of the elements in the 
home itself to planning the Construction Process - what happens when, 
in what order, and so forth.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS LESSON
• Most of the more common interior and exterior Trim Materials  

and their uses.
• What you need to know about Paints, Stains, and Floor Fin-

ishes.
• Choices to be made concerning Appliances, Cabinets, Hardware, 

and other Special Equipment.
• Outdoor considerations including Porches, Decks, Patios, Walks 

and Drives, and Landscaping.

TRIM MATERIALS
Trim materials are used to cover joints or seams in materials, or simply 
for decoration around window and door openings. They may be simple 
1x boards used at exterior corners or more complex materials manufac-
tured specifically for trim. An example would be crown mould or dentil 
moulding. You can even get reproductions of very ornate plaster work 
(both exterior and interior) molded out of plastic. Sometimes several 
pieces of material are used for a built-up moulding.

INTERIOR TRIM
Interior trim comes in several species. If you are going to stain your trim, 
you’ll want to specify clear, “A” grade, or stain grade  trim. If you’re going 
to paint the trim (usually in a gloss or semigloss enamel), you can use 
finger jointed  trim. This trim is composed of many shorter pieces put 

Overview

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/trimwork.html
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together with a special machine which 
interlocks the ends like so many fingers 
intertwined. It is much less expensive 
than “A” grade. 

When ordinary 1x materials are used 
for trim purposes, you should specify a 
better appearance  grade of lumber. “B 
or Better” is a typical specification (“A” is 
the best, “C” is standard ). This will be 
smoother and have less imperfections 

t h a n 
regular 
framing 
lumber (specified by number  grades - 1, 
2, 3).

Here are some of the trim materials you 
will need for the interior portions of your 
home.

CROWN MOULDING
Used around the ceiling. This is often com-
bined with other mouldings for added effect. 
The use of crown moulding is optional.

BASE MOULDING
Used around the walls at the floor.

SHOE MOULD
Used in conjunction with the base mould 
in rooms where tile or wood is used on 
the floor.

CHAIR RAIL
This is the moulding that runs parallel to the floor about 30" up. It is nor-
mally used in dining rooms - to keep the chairs from banging into the wall 
when you get up. Again, this may be combined with one or more other 
pieces for a fancier look. Chair rail is often used with panelling below 
and wall paper above.

CASING
This trim is used along the sides and top of window and door openings. 
It is available in colonial, clam shell, and other designs. Casing usu-

Finger Joint

A three-piece crown moulding, 
made up of two pieces of base 
moulding and a piece of crown 
mould.
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ally comes attached 
to prehung doors. 
When doorways are 
planned with no 
doors, they may be 
specified as cased 
openings.  A cased 
opening is made by 
installing a set of 
jambs  (4-1/2" wide 
wood which cov-
ers the rough studs 
and header) and the 
casing which covers 
the joint between the jambs and the wall. Jambs are available as pre-cut 
packages, ready to assemble and install.

Doorways may also be finished with drywall (wrapped) instead of using 
a cased opening.

STOOL
This is the piece that goes flat at the bottom of the window.

APRON
This trim goes under 
the stool.  It is also one 
of the mouldings used 
with crown for a more 
elaborate look.

MULL
Covers the joint be-
tween twin or triple 
windows.

STOP
Is used to cover the 
joint between the win-

Chair RailChair Rail

CasingCasing

Apron

Casing

Stool

BaseBase

Apron

Stool

Casing
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dow frame and the track that 
holds the sashes.

PICTURE MOULD
This moulding used to be used 
for hanging pictures and mir-
rors. Now it is used to create 
decorative boxes under the 
chair rail in dining rooms and 
foyers, and in conjunction 
with the crown mould for a 
wider looking crown.

WAINSCOTTING
Wainscotting is fabricated at 
the site using finish grade lumber, plywood, and various trim materials 
- primarily panel mould and picture mould. If you want this in a den, 
dining room, or library, find some examples that you like and show them 
to your trim man.

Click here for some additional trim materials.

MANTLES, HEARTH, AND PROFILE
Fireplace mantles can be purchased as a unit. More often, however, they 
are built on the spot using a variety of materials. Again, find examples you 
like in magazines or model homes. Hearths must be of noncombustible 

MullMull

StopStop

WainscottingWainscotting

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/Trim Materials.pdf
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materials - usually 
brick, stone, or tile. 
They may be raised 
or flush with the 
floor. The profile 
is the area on each 
side of and above 
the fireplace, where 
another material is 
often used. With 

a masonry fireplace, this will be 
the actual fireplace and chimney. 
With a prefab, any material can be 
used. Stone and brick are common 
options.   

STAIR PARTS
Stair Parts include starter steps, 
treads, risers, skirt boards, handrail 
parts, newels, balusters, and other 
miscellaneous parts. If you are go-
ing to have stairs, get your lumber 
or trim dealer to show you some 
examples or pictures. Also, check 
out some other homes to see how 
it all goes together.

Discuss which parts you want paint-
ed and which stained. It can make 
a significant difference in materials 
costs. Treads are available with oak 
ends which will be exposed, and 
pine or poplar where they will be 
covered with the carpet. Here are 
most of the stair details you'll run into.

CLOSET TRIM
If 1x12 or particleboard is used for shelving, it is considered a part of the 
trim package (ordered at the same time as the other interior trim materi-
als). Other trim items would be the 1x2 or 1x4 used to support the shelves 
at the ends and along the back wall (cleats), closet rods, rod cups, shelf 
and rod supports, and any materials required for any other built-in closet 
shelving or racks.

Prefabricated Mantle

Prefab fireplace by Heatilator with a 
brick Profile and Hearth

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/stairs.html
http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/stair-parts-supplier.html
http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/closets.html
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ExTERIOR TRIM
Here are some typical examples of exterior trim applications:

SHINGLE MOULD
Used along the gable under the shingle overhang. See photo p. 250.

FASCIA
On the ends of the roof 
rafters. This can be wood 
(usually a 1x6 or 1x8) or 
aluminum.

SOFFIT
This is the flat area under-
neath the roof overhang. 
Plywood (3/8" AC) is typi-
cally used. You can also use 
aluminum. The aluminum 
soffit has vents built right 
in. Use of aluminum for the 
fascia and soffit reduces 
maintenance, since they 
don’t need repainting.

(NOTE: See the Overhang Details on page 162 in Lesson Five.)

FRIEzE BOARD
This is a board (usually wood) which runs flat on the wall just below the 
soffit. Sometimes it is combined with other mouldings for effect (dentil, 
crown, etc.)

SkIRT BOARD
This board (1x10 or 
1x12) runs along the 
bottom of the wall just 
above the foundation 
wall. It is not required 
on a one story home. It 
is often used between 
the two floors on a two 
story home.

Fascia

Soffit

Fascia

Soffit

Fascia

Soffit

Frieze BoardFrieze Board
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CORNER STILES
These are used on outside corners 
in conjunction with lapped siding or 
plywood siding. One method calls for 
two pieces of 1x4 or 1x6 to be nailed 
over the siding at the corner. Another 
method is to nail a 2x4 at the corner 
before the siding is attached. The sid-
ing is then run up flush to the 2x4.
Inside Corner - Usually a 2x into which 
the siding can be run.

SHUTTERS
These are mainly ornamental now. The 
most common types are the louvered 
or panelled shutter. They are available 
in wood and vinyl. You'll also see them 
site-built in a variety of designs.

BRICkMOULD
This trim comes attached to many wood windows and doors. Brick or 
siding can come right up flush to this trim.

CHASE TOP
One special piece of trim is the one that covers the chimney of prefabricated 
fireplace units. It is usually made of sheet metal and has a hole for the 
flue to come through. 
Some of the suppliers 
specializing in prefab 
fireplaces now include 
installation with their 
package. They’ll come 
out and measure the 
chimney and make this 
cap for your home.

PEDIMENTS AND 
PILASTERS 
Pediments are ornate 
mouldings over entry doors. They are available prefabricated, or they can 
be made on the job site. Pilasters are the fluted or beaded column like 

Corner Style

Skirt Board

Chase TopChase Top
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pieces that are attached to the wall 
on either side of the entry door.

SPECIAL
There are countless variations of 
trim treatments that are possible. 
You will see some fancy ones 
around doors. Some of these are 
“shop built.” Others are fabricated 
in the field - often from ordinary 
pieces. Older, Victorian style 
homes have lots of extra trim called 
gingerbread.  Use your camera to 
record those you are interested in 
reproducing. Or design some new 
ones yourself!

STUCCO
When we were discussing sidings in the last lesson, we learned that the 
styrofoam base to stucco is often cut or moulded in special ways to  cre-
ate interesting trim applications 
- especially around windows and 
doors, and along corners.

FINISHES
Finishes include the methods 
and materials which protect 
and/or decorate surfaces in the 
home. The following lists are 
presented for your consideration 
in preparing your plans and 
specifications.

PAINTS AND STAINS
Paints and stains are either oil 
based (thinning and clean up 
with paint thinner or turpentine) 
or latex based (thinning and clean 
up with water). Stains come in 
transparent or opaque. Paints 

Pilaster

Pediment

Stucco and Styrofoam Trim
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come in flat, semigloss, and glossy finishes. Flat is usually preferred for 
most walls. Semigloss can be used on trim and on bathroom walls. It 
doesn’t get dirty as easily as flat paint, and it is easier to wash.

INTERIOR WALLS AND CEILINGS
Drywall is usually painted (flat latex) or wallpapered. Some paint stores 
will offer the services of a staff decorator for free, just to entice you to buy 
from them. At the planning stage, you'll only need to decide which areas 
get paint and which get wallpaper.

Sometimes exterior materials such as brick or stone are used for accent. 
The stone is available in pieces approximately one inch thick, which are 
stuck on the drywall with mortar.

Ceilings are almost universally done in drywall. After they are hung, 
they are sprayed with a textured material or stippled by hand with joint 
compound to hide imperfections at joints and nail holes, and to eliminate 
the need for painting. Some people prefer smooth ceilings. This requires 
sanding and painting. An extra charge is usually involved.

FLOOR FINISHES
Floors are covered in vinyl tile, ceramic tile, stone, hardwood, or carpet. 

"Gingerbread""Gingerbread"

Shingle Mould
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Visit a floor covering dealer to make your choices. Higher priced carpeting 
usually lasts longer. There is no need to put 15-year carpet in a home you 
only plan to stay in three years! Also, if you’re like most people, you’ll want 
to re-carpet every five years or so just to redecorate. If you’re going to use 
FHA or VA financing, you’ll want to specify carpeting that meets specifica-
tion 44-C. Whatever kind of carpeting you use, be sure to get a good pad. 
The pad will increase carpet life and give you added comfort.

ExTERIOR SURFACES
Generally, we are concerned here with paint or stain for wood, plywood, 
and masonite surfaces, and paint for concrete block or stucco surfaces. 
Make sure the paint you specify is an exterior grade. These come in oil 
base and latex base. With stucco, the color can be mixed in the material 
for the final coat. Trim is often painted a different color for contrast.

FIxTURES AND EqUIPMENT
This section lists many of the fixtures and items of equipment which are 
available for your home. Some, like closet hardware and the kitchen 
range, are necessities. Others, like electronic air cleaners and built-in 
vacuum systems, are optional. This is not intended to be an exhaustive 
analysis of all of the many options available, but rather a check list for 
you to use in deciding which items you wish to include in your home.

It is important that you list all equipment that you intend to use in your 
Specifications. You should include the manufacturer’s name and the 
model number for each item. A major purpose of including this infor-
mation is so that the bank’s appraiser will include this equipment in his 
appraisal of the home.

APPLIANCES
Some appliances are now being built with energy conservation in mind. 
Check with your appliance dealer as to which ones are available with 
high energy efficiency ratings. Here are appliances typically included 
in a new home. Each appliance to be included in the home should be 
specified by manufacturer, model number, and color.

1. Range - This can be in combination with, or separate from, the 
oven. Separate, counter-top units are available with optional 
elements and exhausts for barbecuing.
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A Wet Bar with Built-in Wine Rack

2. Range Hood - These come as ducted (exhaust is carried outside 
by a duct), or recirculating (exhaust is passed through a charcoal 
filter and returned to the room).

3. Standard Ovens - Single or double; with the range or built-in
4. Microwave Oven
5. Dishwasher
6. Disposal
7. Trash Compactor

Since you are building your own home, you may want to include the cost 
of other new appliances such as a refrigerator or freezer in your mortgage 
payments.

CABINETS
You will have wall and base cabinets in your kitchen and base cabinets 
in your bath rooms. Wall cabinets are nice in the laundry over the washer 
and dryer. If you have a wet bar, you’ll want cabinets here. The location of 
the cabinets will be shown in 
the plans. Cabinet elevations 
(front views) are also usually 
included in the plans. You 
have several choices with 
cabinets.

SOURCE
You can have factory-built 
or custom cabinets. In some 
areas the custom cabinets 
are less expensive. You can 
look for cabinets in the yel-
low pages and find several 
sources for both types so 
you can compare.

MATERIAL
Cabinets come in solid 
wood, veneered wood, and 
formica veneer (usually over 
press board). The shelves 
are often made of press board. Custom cabinets are typically fabricated 
with birch veneer plywood, although other veneers are available. Birch is 
a light color and takes a wide range of stains. Many of the factory cabinets 



© 1990-2009 Joseph C. Hill

Successful Home Contracting

are made with solid wood, notably 
oak. Formica cabinets are popular 
in certain parts of the country, like 
Florida.

COLOR
Paint or stain . . . your choice. Color 
need not be decided at the Plans 
and Specifications stage.

DOOR DESIGN
This is often the difference be-
tween an expensive cabinet and 
one that is less expensive. Doors 
are available in many styles - plain, 
routed, moulded, panelled, etc.

CABINET HARDWARE
The design, material, and color of the hinges and door pulls can be decided 
later, when the cabinets are actually ordered.

COUNTER TOP
This can be a preformed 
unit including backsplash, 
which is cut to length, or it 
can be built on site. Coun-
ter top material is usu-
ally formica, ceramic tile, 
granite, or a solid surface 
material such as Corian ™ 
by DuPont.

HARDWARE
Items lumped here under 
the hardware heading 
will fall under doors and 
windows, bathrooms, and 
closets.

Ceramic Tile Counter Top & Back Splash

Kitchen Base with a Built-in Desk
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DOORS  AND WINDOWS

DOOR kNOBS

Entry set (front door), privacy (for bedroom and bathroom doors), passage 
(for closets). Specify the manufacturer, style, and color.

DEADBOLTS

These come single cylinder  and double cyl-
inder. The singles are keyed on one side only 
and have a thumb twist opener on the other 
side. Doubles are keyed from both sides and 
are often used in doors with glass in them. 
Specify the manufacturer and color.

DOOR STOPS

Baseboard types screw in. Hinge types fit right 
on the door at the hinge. Specify the type.

WINDOW LOCkS

Locks are usually included on casement and 
aluminum windows. Specify the type.

SASH LIFT

Some windows come with the lift built in. 
Others do not.
 
PEEP SITE

This is the thing you look through to see who 
is at your door.  You can also get it in combina-
tion with a door knocker.

BATHROOMS

MEDICINE CABINET

Specify the manufacturer and model number.

BATH ACCESSORIES

These are the towel/soap/water glass/toothbrush holders. They come in 
a wide variety of quality, design, and color. If you have expensive tastes 
here, make sure the total estimated cost gets into your specifications, so 
you will get credit for them when the appraisal is being done for your 
construction loan.

An Entry Lockset by Schlage

http://www.schlage.com/
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WATER SAvING DEvICES

The greatest single use of residential water is in flushing the toilet! There 
are some devices available that go inside the tank which dramatically 
reduce the amount of water used with each flush.

CLOSET HARDWARE
An alternate to wood closet shelving is the vinyl coated or enameled 
wire shelving now available. You may be familiar with brand names like 
Closet Maid. 

FIREPLACE
You may select a masonry fire-
place or a prefabricated unit. The 
masonry fireplace will simply be 
shown on the plans. You will need 
to specify the manufacturer and 
model number of a prefabricated 
unit. There are several different 

Wire Shelving by ClosetMaid

http://www.closetmaid.com/main.cfm
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types to choose from, 
including corner  and 
see through  models. 
Accessories you may 
want to consider are 
the gas log lighter 
and glass enclosure 
doors. If you want the 
log lighter, be sure to 
show it on the plans, 
so that it is picked 
up by the plumber, 
who will run your 
gas lines.

The mantle was con-
sidered as part of our 
discussion on trim 
materials. You’ll need 
to specify the  materi-
als to be used on your hearth. This can be any noncombustible material. 
Brick and ceramic tile are typical. The design of the hearth can be shown 

on the plans. You could 
have it raised, for ex-
ample. Here again, look 
at some manufacturers’ 
literature and homes 
magazines for ideas 
on hearth designs. The 
building code will re-
quire that the hearth be 
made of a noncombus-
tible material and that it 
extend 20" in front and 
12" to each side of your 
fireplace opening.

FANS
There are several types 
of fans you may wish to 
consider. Whether you 
do it here or as part of 
the HVAC system does 

This is a peninsula fireplace by Heatilator 

Corner Fireplace by Heatilator

http://www.heatilator.com/
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not matter. Just be sure to show their location on your plans and specify 
the manufacturer and model number in the specifications.

ExHAUST FANS

These are for your bathrooms. They’ll be included in your lighting fixture 
package. They are required in bathrooms where there is no window.

CEILING FANS

These are very popular now. 
They can actually save energy 
by moving the warm air off the 
ceiling down to where you are 
in the winter, and by creating a 
breeze in the summer, so that 
you are more comfortable with 
a higher thermostat setting. 
They can be used in any room 
of the home. You can include 
them in your lighting fixture 
budget.

WHOLE HOUSE FAN

This goes in the ceiling and 
should be centrally located. 
Show its location on your plans 
so that the home can be framed and wired to accommodate the unit. Also 
specify the manufacturer and model number in the specifications. Some 
provision should be made to cover the fan during cold months so that your 
heated air does not escape through this uninsulated hole in your ceiling. 
If your fan does not come with a cover, have your carpenter make an in-
sulated cardboard, plywood, or styrofoam box to sit down over the fan.

POWERED ROOF vENTILATOR

These thermostatically controlled devices are OK, if you don’t have sufficient 
vent space in your attic. If you have a well designed, natural convection 
system, using a combination of soffit vents and ridge vents, you won’t need 
the powered ventilator. It probably uses more energy than it saves.

Ceiling Fan by Casablanca

http://www.casablancafanco.com/
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MISCELLANEOUS EqUIPMENT
By miscellaneous  we don’t necessarily mean insignificant or inexpensive! 
Here are some items that just don’t neatly fit into another category, so 
we’re listing them together for your consideration.

 1. Garage Door Openers
 2. Intercom System
 3. Burglar Alarm System
 4. Built-In Vacuum
 5. Built-In Ironing Board
 6. In-The-Wall “Murphy” Bed
 7. Electronic Air Filter
 8. Humidifier
 9. De-Humidifier
 10. Sprinkler System (for your lawn)
 11. Computer (for controlling lights, energy use, etc.)

GLASS

 MIRRORS
 Specify the size and number.

 TUB AND SHOWER ENCLOSURES
 Specify the manufacturer and model number.

CERAMIC TILE
We include ceramic tile as a special subject, separately from floor cover-
ings and counter tops - two areas where it is typically used - because it is 
a  separate and unique trade. At the planning stage, you’ll want to select 
the areas where you want to use ceramic tile and include a square foot 
budget for it. You can select the actual patterns later. 

WROUGHT IRON
You may not be planning any wrought iron in your home. But if you are, 
don't forget it in your plans and specifications. Wrought iron can be used 
inside or out. 
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OUTDOOR CHOICES
Outside you’ll be concerned with design 
and finish of any structures like porches, 
decks, patios, drives, walks, retaining 
walls, steps, fences, and so forth. You’ll 
also want to specify the materials and 
finish to be used on walks, drives, and 
patios. Normally, these will be done in 
concrete or asphalt. But they can just as 
well be done in a variety of other ma-
terials including gravel, crushed stone, 
wood chips, and shells!

PORCHES
Porch decking is usually done in tongue 
and groove flooring. This can be un-
treated material if it is to be painted. 
Treated wood will last much longer. 
Porches may also be poured concrete 
and finished off in a variety of patterns 
and surfaces, including brick, tile, stone, 
or river rock (this is a surface popular 

in Florida, in which fine river rock is imbedded in a resin material which 
then hardens).

You’ll also need to think about handrails, posts, and columns. All of these 
can range from simple to complex, and be built in a variety of materials.
 

DECkS
Decking is done in 2x4 or 2x6. It can also be done in 1x4 if the joists 
are spaced closely enough to provide adequate support (16" on center). 
Decks are built of treated pine, cedar, cypress, or redwood. Redwood is 
pretty soft and splinters easily, so you’ll probably not want to use it for 
the floor of your deck.

PATIOS
Patios can be concrete, flag stone, river rock, brick, exposed aggregate 
(some of the concrete is washed and broomed away after curing has 
begun to expose the stone aggregate), or even wood (as in a low deck). 
Also check out specialty decking materials designed to reduce the surface 
heat around a pool.

A wrought iron hand rail by e.vega 
Studios, Apex, NC

http://www.artmetal.com/enrique/
http://www.artmetal.com/enrique/
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Brick patios can be laid in mortar, or placed flat on a bed of sand.  If 
you use the latter method, mortar in the border bricks to help hold the 
others in place.

DRIvES AND WALkS
Drives and walks are normally done in concrete. They can also be 
done in asphalt, brick, stone, river rock, sea shells, cedar shavings, or 
pine bark chips! Concrete walks and drives should have expansion  or 
scored  joints.
Expansion joints are made by placing the joint material (a black, bitu-
minous material about 1/2" x 4") on edge at intervals before pouring 
the concrete. This provides a break in the concrete surface and allows 
some vertical movement in the slab without excessive cracking. Expan-
sion joints are primarily used in drives. Decorative expansion joints in 
sidewalks can be formed with a variety of materials.

Scoring is done after the concrete is poured and partially cured.  It is done 
with a special tool that creates an indented line. If the concrete cracks, 
it should crack at the score line. Scoring is common in sidewalks.

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS
Gutters can be galvanized, copper, seamless aluminum, or vinyl. Gutters 
are installed with a slight pitch so that the water drains more easily. Gut-
ter guards  are wire screens that cover the gutter to keep it free of leaves. 
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They don’t work too 
well with small leaves 
and pine needles.

Many people are now 
opting to omit the 
gutter system alto-
gether. The motive is 
to save money and 
mainten-ance. This  
works  fine as long 
as your overhang and 
ground slope get the 
water away from the 
home. You don’t want 
water accumulating at your foundation. If you do omit the gutters, you 
may need to add a piece of flashing, bent to a 90° angle, across the roof 
just over your entry ways. This will help keep your head dry as you enter 
during a downpour.

LANDSCAPING
You’ll need to specify the ground cover to be used - seeded grass, sodded 
grass, etc.- and the number, size, and type of shrubs and trees to be in-
stalled. This may all be shown on a plan you have designed by a landscape 
architect or a nurseryman. Or it may simply be listed in your specs.

Now we have completed our first tour through 
the home, looking at all of the various elements 
over which you’ll be able to exercise some 
control. In this lesson we covered the interior 
doors, the interior and exterior trim materials, 

the finishes, the fixtures and equipment, and the outdoor choices. You 
should now be ready to proceed with the preparation of your plans and 
specifications.

Bringing us up to date, you have learned how to determine how much 
home you can afford; how to find and purchase your lot;  what should 
be in your plans and specifications; and have now taken a more detailed 
look at all of the elements in the home. We have completed our survey of 
the choices you can make when developing your own plans.

Gutters and Downspouts.

Summary
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In the next lesson we will move into the last part of physical  planning 
(as opposed to financial  planning . . . see the outline at the beginning 
of each lesson). This next part will deal with planning the construction 
schedule  of the home. We’ll be looking at some schedule planning con-
cepts that can give you a good handle on when the various construction 
tasks should take place.

CHECK LISTS Q&A’s

Return.to.Home-Building-Answers.com

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/L8CL.pdf
http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/L8Q&A.pdf
www.home-building-answers.com
http://www.home-building-answers.com
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