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The interactive features are provided solely to 
enhance your learning experience. We have 
only added links where (in the opinion of the 
editors) additional information is useful. We did 
not want to add so much stuff that it becomes 
a distraction rather than a useful tool. Also, we 
did not want to break the rhythm of your learn-
ing experience with an over abundance of side 
tracks. So don’t expect links on every page. 
We hope you will appreciate this approach. The 
“Links” page at www.homebuildinganswers.com 
will also point you to a wealth of additional 
information.

We do our best to make sure all links are cur-
rent. If you discover a broken link, please let us 
know at 

links@HomeBuildingAnswers.com. 

Be sure to give us the page number where the 
broken link is located and the web address (url) 
that cannot be reached.

We wish you the best of luck in this exciting ad-
venture, and would like to hear from you when 
you get underway. Send your photos to us at

projects@HomeBuildingAnswers.com.

You can mail your videos to us at P.O. Box 
471984, Aurora, CO 80047. Be sure to identify 
yourselves and tell us where you are building!

Special Notice
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You’ve been faithful! You’ve been true! At 
last you’ve come to the end! One last lesson 
and you’re through. Then you’ll be ready to 
build that home you have been dreaming of. 

You won’t know everything there is to know about building a home, but 
armed with your diploma and check lists, you’ll be way ahead of almost 
everyone else who has ever started out to contract their own home.

In this last lesson, we will continue our journey (begun in Lesson Thir-
teen) through the Construction  of your home. In Lesson Sixteen, we 
finished up inside the home, and now we move outside. First we’ll look 
at the Walks, Drives, Patios, Walls and Fences, Garage Door, Porches, 
Stoops, Finish Grading, Gutters, and Landscaping.  Then we’ll move on 
to Cleaning  the home up, making and working through a “Punch List”, 
and getting the Final Inspections.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS LESSON
• About retaining walls.
• How to inspect various types of Walks  for proper construction 

and shedding of water.
• About Exterior Steps.
• Checking the construction of the Drive  for dimensions, slope, 

control joints and finish.
• Checking Patio  construction.
• Retaining Walls and Fences.
• About the proper installation of the Garage Door.
• What to look for in the construction of Porches  and Stoops.
• What to look for in the construction of the Deck.
• Superintending the Finish Grading  and Landscaping.
• Gutters  and Downspouts - what to check.
• What’s involved in the Clean-Up.
• What a Punch-Out List  is. How to do one. How to get the work 

done.
• Getting the Final Inspections  and Certificate of Occupancy.

RETAINING WALLS
Very often you’ll need a retaining wall to form a transition between grades, 
which is too steep to handle with a simple bank. Masonry or concrete 
retaining walls are much like foundation walls. They must have a foot-

Overview

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/retaining-walls.html
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ing. A tremendous amount of pressure can build up behind a retaining 
wall, especially if the wall is long or the difference between grades on 
either side is more than a couple of feet. To strengthen the wall, turn it 
back into the higher grade.

Retaining walls built of other materials, like railroad ties, should have 
some way to tie the wall into the hill behind it, to keep it from being 
pushed over. One method is to use a “dead man.” This could be a 
railroad tie attached to perpendicular to the wall and buried in the hill 
behind the wall.

This wall is long and low. It is built of stone, and is sloped back toward the hill. Its curve 
and returned end help resist the pressure of the soil behind it. 

Railroad tie retaining wall with a Dead Man used to  help stabilize the wall. Notice how 
the wall is built with a slope back towards the hill. This also helps to stabilize the wall.

Dead Man (RR Tie)

Footing

Railroad Ties
(Spiked Together)
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DRAINAGE
Some method must be pro-
vided for water accumu-
lating behind a retaining wall 
to escape. This may be weep 
holes left in the mortar joints 
of a masonry wall, or small 
plastic pipes cast into a con-
crete wall, near the ground, 
every four feet or so.

WALkS, DRIvES, 
AND PATIOS

WALkS
Walks, including steps should be 
slightly sloped so that water does 
not stand on them. The surface 
should be slightly roughened for 
adequate traction, especially dur-
ing icy weather. This is usually 
done with a broom, and is called 
appropriately enough, a broom 
finish.  Other surface treatments 
are also available.

One interesting example of 
another surface treatment is to 
sprinkle rock salt sparingly on 
the surface of the wet concrete. 
A chemical reaction between the 
salt and the concrete will produce 
an interesting "pockmarked” effect 
on the surface of the concrete.

DIMENSIONS
Make sure that the width of the 
walks is what you have specified 
in your plans, and that they are 
the proper thickness.

It looks like the 8" thickness of this wall should eas-
ily provide the stiffness to resist any movement.

This sub is edging a walk which has been 
broom finished. Notice the scored expansion 
joint.

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/walkways-book.html
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EDGING
Concrete surfaces are usually edged with a special tool. If this is what 
you want, make sure the concrete finishers are aware of it. It’s these 
small details that often 
get missed.

CONTROL JOINTS
Concrete surfaces like 
walks and drives of-
ten have control joints 
added which  gives the 
concrete a place to 
crack in a controlled 
way. In walks, these 
are usually created 
by scoring the con-
crete with a special 
tool. An area an inch 
or so wide on either 
side of the control 
joint and along the edges of the walk is usually worked with a tool that 
rounds the edges and smooths the concrete. So you’ll have smooth at 
the edges and at the joints, and a roughened finish elsewhere. It makes 
a nice looking pattern. The score lines can also be used to create an 
interesting pattern. 

Another method in walks is to use wood strips as control joints. These 
need to be treated wood or a very resistant species like redwood.

OTHER MATERIALS
If you are using a surface material other than concrete (stone, brick, 
etc.), examine the method of laying the material to see that you are 
satisfied that it will last.

BRICk ON SAND OR MORTAR
For example, brick can be laid on sand, or on a bed of mortar. If sand is 
to be used, the subsurface of sand must be carefully prepared to avoid 
settling and to achieve a flat surface. Usually the bricks are laid closely 
together and the joints between the bricks are filled with sand. The bricks 
at the edges of the walk may be set in mortar to hold the whole thing 
together. Get your sub to show you samples of similar work he has done 
so that you are satisfied he knows what he is doing.

Here is some wood (cedar) used as control joints. Notice that 
in addition to the practical function they serve, they also add 
a decorative feature to the walk.

http://www.cornerhardware.com/howto/ht023.html
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OTHER PAvERS

There are a wide variety 
of pavers available to you, 
which you investigated 
when developing your 
plans. Whichever ones you 
have chosen, just be sure 
to have the manufacturer's 
recommendations on prop-
er installation, and make 
sure your sub follows them 
closely. What may look like 
a good job at first, may turn 
out to be a disaster, once 
weathering and settling 
have taken place.

FORMING POURED 
WALkS
A poured walk is 
formed by some 
type of edging (usu-
ally 1x4’s) that is held 
in place by stakes. If 
you want a curvilinear 
walk, you’ll need to 
use something that 
bends easily. Some 
builders cut saw 
kerfs across the 1x4’s 
to make them bend-
able. A saw kerf is a 

cut that does not go all the way through the board. Strips of masonite 
also work well for curved forms.

STEPS
If steps are to be incorporated into your walk, make sure the relationship 
between the treads and the risers is one you will be happy with.  As a 
general rule, outdoor steps feel more comfortable with a wider tread 
and a lower riser than you might use inside. The best approach is to 
find some you like and measure them. If you guess, and guess wrong, 
you may be sorry. Once they are poured, they will be difficult and ex-
pensive to change. 

The forms used for these poured concrete steps is still 
in place. They will be removed before the concrete 
cures so that the concrete under the forms can be 

rubbed smooth.

This is a formed concrete walk with built-in steps!
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DRIvES
Go over the layout of the drive with the sub after it has been formed, 
but before it is poured. Check to make sure that the water will drain 
away from the home  and not into the garage. 

Some builders pour the garage and the drive at the same time to make 
sure of the relationship between the two. In any case, it’s a good idea 
to create a little lip at the juncture of the two to prevent water from 
entering. A 2x4 used as a form when the garage is poured, will create a 

depression into which the 
garage door can be low-
ered, thereby guaranteeing 
that you won’t have water 
coming in under the garage 
door.

FORMING
Forming for drives is typ-
ically done with 1x4’s or 
2x4’s staked on edge. Re-
member that these materials 
are only 3-1/2" wide. They'll 
need to be set up off the 

Here is a beautiful set of brick steps with slate treads and walk, which seems to just 
blend right into the landscape. 

See how this piece of masonite is used to form the 
driveway as it transitions into the curb?
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ground a little, so you can get a full 4" thick drive. A 4” wide piece of 
1/8" masonite can be used to create curves, since it bends so easily. 

AT THE STREET

If you’re in a subdivision where the curbs have already been poured, 
you may want to have the curb removed where your drive will connect, 
so that a nice smooth entrance can be formed.

DRAINAGE
There should be no low spots 
on the drive that will hold wa-
ter.  All water should drain 
across the drive. Also, make 
sure that the drive will not 
create a dam that will prevent 
water from draining naturally 
across the yard. If such sit-
uations seem unavoidable be-
cause of the slope problems 
of your particular lot, you 
may need to add one or more 

The forms have been set. This contractor uses #4 rebar to prevent cracks in his drives.

Here's a close-up detail of the steel reinforcing 
from the picture above. Notice how it is raised off 
the ground so the it will be IN the concrete drive.
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yard  dra ins 
and possibly 
a drain across 
or through the 
drive.

DIMENSIONS
Make sure the 
drive is laid out 
according to 
plans with the 
proper width, 
turnarounds, 
etc.

MATERIALS
Most drives are 
laid in concrete. 
Some people opt for asphalt or even softer materials like gravel, bark, 
wood chips, shells, etc.

Assuming you’re using concrete, make sure you specify 3000 psi. You’ll 
need the extra strength to support the vehicles. Some builders put a 
layer of wire mesh down before pouring the drive. It’s not required, but 
it will make a stronger drive. Make sure that you get a full four inches 
of concrete.

This man is using a Float to smooth out the concrete.

This man is using a pair of hand trowels to level things out. See how he uses one to sup-
port himself while the other does its job?
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FINISH
A broom finish is typical on concrete 
drives, and is what you’ll get unless 
you specify otherwise.

Control joints may be scored as 
with walks, or created with a black 
bituminous expansion joint material 
that comes in various widths. A four 
inch strip on edge makes a good 
control joint.

After the drive has been poured, ex-
amine the edges and control joints 
for workmanship. Look at how the 
drive connects with the street. Is this 
work neat and professional? Put up 
a barricade and keep traffic off the 
drive for several days. 

Its good to keep the concrete 
moist while it cures. Remember 
that concrete develops strength by 
curing in the presence of moisture 
- not by drying. Maximum strength 
develops at about 28 days, but 
you don’t need to stay off of it 
for that long! One or two days is 
sufficient.

PATIOS
Patios are similar but will require 
less strength than the drives. Just 
check the dimensions and the 
slopes. Again, you don’t want 
water standing.

This is how you get a broom finish … 
with a long handled broom.

This sub is cutting a control joint with a 
joint tool. He's using a 1x6 as a straight 
edge. He’s also using the 1x6 to support 
himself.
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STOOPS AND PORCHES

STOOPS
These are usually thought of as a small, low porches - something large 
enough to get you off the ground as you are entering or leaving the 
home.  Make sure water drains off the stoop. You don’t want a sheet of 
ice just outside your door.

You should check 
the forms before 
pouring for cor-
rect dimensions 
and squareness. 
Also check the 
height. You may 
need a step. If 
it is a little high, 
and the walk has 
not been poured, 
you can probably 
raise the walk a 
little to make it 
work. Also, you 
should  e i ther 
have a definite step going from the stoop into the house (see top photo 

on previous page), or no step 
at all (middle photo on previous 
page). Anything in between can 
create a dangerous tripping 
situation.
 

PORCHES
Most covered porches are built 
along with the home, so that, 
if you were going to have a 
slab floor, the porch would be 
formed and poured at the same 
time. This is so that when the 
roof is built, it can cover the 
porch as well as the home and 
work as a single unit.

This little rear concrete stoop is only about three 
feet wide. Notice how it slopes away from the 

house, so that water won’t stand on it.

This is the set up for a poured concrete stoop and step.
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SUPERINTENDING
Superintending porch construction is much the same as the rest of the 
home. Whether it’s carpentry, masonry, concrete flat work, or whatever, 
just continually check the quality of materials and workmanship. Check 
dimensions and other features against the plans and specs, and, as al-
ways, check to see that all is plumb and level.

FOUNDATION
If your porch is being added later, make sure that its footing and foun-
dation will support it adequately. You don’t want a porch that settles 
and pulls away from the home. In fact, it is a good idea to pour the 
footing for the porch at the same time and as an integral part of the 
footing for the home.

HANDRAIL
The codes will require porches and steps to have a handrail  if they 
are over 30 inches above adjacent grade. This should have already been 

This  front porch is to be of brick. See how a rowlock course has been run around the top, 
leaving just the right amount of space for these brick pavers. They are going on a bed of 
mortar.
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addressed in your plans. Check to see that all handrails are sturdy and 
well constructed.

FLOOR
The actual floor may be wood, concrete, brick pavers, broken tile, 
slate, or any number of materials. Whatever you use, look for neatness 
especially at the edges.

SCREENING
If you are screening  the porch, look for defects in the screening. Look 
to see that the screening is taught - no sags. Check the installation and 
operation of the screen door.

DECkS
One of the nicest features of an outdoor space can be the deck. Super-
intending the deck construction is much like superintending the framing. 
The same kinds of principals apply.

Decks can also have built-in benches. Notice the consistent spaces left between each deck 
flooring board. This allows water to drain away from the deck.
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MATERIALS
Carefully check all ma-
terials to see that you 
have either pressure 
treated wood, or a rot 
resistant species like 
cedar or cypress.

SUPPORT AT 
THE GROUND
The deck is usually 
supported by wood or 
metal posts which rest 
on concrete footings.

The top of the con-
crete footing should 
be sloped away from 
the post to promote 
drainage. The post is 
anchored to the footing to prevent slippage. This can be accomplished 
in a number of ways. One way is to set a metal peg in the concrete and 
bore a hole in the bottom of the post.

SUPPORT AT THE WALL
The deck needs to be firmly attached to the outside wall of the home. A 
good way to do this is to use lag screws to attach a ledger board or band 
joist to the wall. If attaching to wood, make sure the lag screws go into 
framing members (studs, joists, etc.). If you’re attaching to brick, the lag 

screws go into lead anchor shields 
set into holes bored in the mortar 
joints.

DECk FRAMING
The framing for the deck is identical 
to floor framing in your home - with 
beams, ledgers, joists, band joists, 
and flooring. In the deck, the floor-
ing will be 2x4’s or 2x6’s. A small 

Typical deck construction (cross section). Details may vary, 
of course, with your own design. Note that we have shown 
both the ledger board and the deck itself attached with lag 
screws. Some builders attach the ledger with lag screws, 
and then toe nail the deck to it! We suggest a sturdier at-
tachment to the home. An alternate method is to use joist 
hangers to attach the joists to the ledger.

Wall of 
House

Handrail

Picket

Handrail 
Post

Decking

Joist

Lag 
Screw

Band 
Joist

Beam
Post

Footing

Ledger 
Board

Hole Drilled 
in Post

Post

Pin Set in 
Footing

Slope

Footing

Post on Footing
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space should be left 
between each flooring 
piece to allow drainage. 
Use something like a 
small piece of wood 
to use as a spaces, so 
that your spaces will be 
consistent.

HANDRAILS
Make sure that the posts 
supporting the hand-
rails are sturdy, and that 
handrails are securely 
fastened, according to 
your plans. If pickets 
are used, make sure 
they are neatly cut and 
consistently nailed.

Framing for a low, irregularly shaped deck. The ledger board is a 2x10 with a 2x2 ledger 
nailed on. This allows the 2x8 joists to be flush with the top of the ledger board.

There is no beam under this deck. The posts provide sup-
port directly to the band joist. The 2x2 ledger strip nailed 
on the back of the band joist is really unnecessary, since 
the joists can be secured quite nicely by nailing through 
the band joist. Many jurisdictions will require the ledger 
however, or even joist hangers.

http://www.appleton.org/departments/public/inspections/pdf/Guards%20&%20Handrails.pdf#search=%22handrail%20code%22
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FINISH GRADING AND LANDSCAPING
These two are grouped together because they are usually done by the 
same crew.

FINISH GRADING
When the lot was cleared and prepared for construction, it was rough 
graded to the point that the house could be built. At that time we pointed 
out that the closer you got to the final grade the better off you would be 
when it came time to finish grade. This is where the final grades are es-
tablished. There are several objectives to be accomplished.

1. Controlling The Drainage

2. Blending The Elements
3. Removing The Debris
4. Preparing For Landscaping

Here is a discussion of each.

CONTROLLING THE DRAINAGE
First you want to get the grades set so that water drains away from the 
immediate vicinity of the home. Then your yard needs to be set up so that 
water from adjacent lots, from runoff of your house and drive, and from 
direct rainfall will drain off the lot into natural drainage systems (creek, 

Finish grading. This builder sets up his drive at the same time, thus saving on equipment 
costs. Makes sense!
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gully, etc.), or into a storm drainage system. You don’t want water sitting 
on the lot for extended periods of time. This will destroy your landscaping 
and can become a breeding ground for mosquitos.

SUPERINTENDING

In superintending the finish grading, check carefully to see that water will 
indeed be carried away. If there appears to be questionable areas, bring 
these to the sub’s attention. Put him on notice that you have doubts, and 
will be watching those areas when the first rain comes. He may choose 
to go ahead and make some changes right then. If he’s sure he’s got it 
right, it’s probably best to back off for the time being. Remember, he’s the 
“expert.” Sometimes it really is hard to tell how water will drain just by 
looking at the site. Give him the benefit of the doubt, but don’t hesitate 
to call him back if it turns out that he was wrong.

BERMS AND SWALES

There are two terms you may run into when dealing with setting up the 
proper drainage: berm  and swale.  A berm is a low elongated hill - a rise 
in the elevation. Water will run down off a berm.  Surface water will be 
diverted by a berm. A swale is a broad, shallow ditch (usually grassed). 
Water will flow into a swale. A swale can be used to carry water away 
from an area.

BLENDING THE ELEMENTS
Next, you want to blend the yard into structures you have built - the walks 
and drive, patio, retaining walls, and so on.

REMOvING DEBRIS
Third, you want to eliminate roots, stick and other debris that will interfere 
with establishing a nice lawn. If you are burying your trash on the site, this 
is the time to get everything you don’t want to haul into the hole. Be sure 
that this area is well compacted before it is covered to minimize settling. 
If you live in an area that permits open burning, you could burn most of 
this debris right in the hole before it is covered. Remember, the place you 
select for a trash hole should be well away from the home area and in a 
spot where the inevitable settling will not create drainage or appearance 
problems for your lot.

PREPARED FOR LANDSCAPING
Finally, you want to smooth everything out so that you are ready for 
landscaping.
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LANDSCAPING

New home landscaping consists mainly of:

1. Cleaning up and defining “natural areas” 
2. Establishing a ground cover (usually a lawn) to prevent erosion 

of the naked soil.
3. Planting of sufficient 

shrubs and trees to  at 
least get a start towards 
what will become a 
more comprehensive 
landscape program.

FOUNDATION PLANTING
Shrubs need to be set away 
from the foundation. Their root 
systems hold moisture and could 
cause basement or foundation 
leaks. In areas with expansive 
soils, foundation planting can 
lead to structural damage.

PLANTING DETAILS
Planting conditions and sun and 
moisture requirements vary from 
plant to plant. Your landscape 
sub and nurseryman will know. 
Both shrubs and trees need to 
be set out in a saucer shaped 
indention, created by forming 
a slight ring-shaped mound of 
soil around the plant. The de-
pression is then filled with pine 
straw or some other moisture 
holding mulch. 

TREES

Larger trees should be staked and guy-wired from three directions to give 
stability until their root systems can get established in their new location. 
The trees should by protected from the cutting edge of the guy-wire by 
short pieces of rubber hose.

This tree has been staked. The tree must be pro-
tected from the guy wires. One traditional method 
is to thread the wire through short pieces of hose 
pipe around the tree. The rubber hose protects 
the tree.

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/landscaping-book.html
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GUARANTEE
The landscape people should guarantee the survival of their shrubs and 
trees for a minimum period of time after installation. Ask to see what is 
customary in your area. Of course, they have no control of how the plants 
will be cared for once they have finished their job and turned them over 
to you. But on the other hand, you at least want to know that the plants 
you inherit are healthy and have been properly transplanted.

CHECkING FOR LIFE

If you are planting during a time of year when there are no leaves or 
flowers to indicate life, you can do a quick check to see if a plant is liv-
ing by bending the limbs near the ends. If they are pliable, the plant is 
probably alive (its health can only be determined by time). If the ends of 

the limbs are brittle and break off easily, the plant is probably dead and 
should be replaced.

LAWN
If the lawn is sodded, keep it well watered and “keep off the grass”  until 
it has been firmly established (several weeks). If seeded, the landscape 
people will cover it with wheat straw to help hold the moisture until the 
seeds germinate (2-3 weeks).

This is a freshly sodded lawn. Keep it well watered 
and KEEP OFF THE GRASS (for a couple of weeks).
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FENCES
There’s really not much we can say here, other than to mention the fact 
that you may want some fences. There are so many possible variations of 
design and materials, that all we can say is to apply your superintending 
skills as you have all the way through the construction process.

 Check quality of materials and workmanship, etc.

Look for adequate footings, sturdy posts, neat cuts, good workmanship, 
and that all is straight, plumb, level, and square.

Pay particular attention to gates. Make sure they are adequately sup-
ported and won't develop sags later. Check to see that they close and 
latch smoothly as intended. 

POOL
The design and construction of swimming pools is outside the scope of 
this course. This is a whole construction project in its own right! Pool 

This may be a little more elaborate than you had in mind. With this kind of money in the 
fence, superintending its construction is every bit as important as superintending the con-
struction of the home itself.
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contractors really do all the work, once you have settled on a design.  If 
you intend to have a pool, get hooked up with a reputable pool contrac-
tor and go from there. If you plan an elaborate design, you may want to 
retain the services of a landscape architect to design the project.
  

GARAGE DOOR
We mention these here be-
cause they are sort of a sepa-
rate issue. They are installed by 
a specialist - usually one who 
does nothing else but sell and 
install garage doors.

SCHEDULE
They need to go in after the 
garage floor has been poured 
- a job that many builders do at 
the same time as the drive. If 
your planning is sharp, you’ll 
get all of this done early in 
the construction process. This 
will help you secure the home 
and give you a good place for 
storage during construction. It 
will also get painted with the 
rest of the exterior. 

So just because the drive and 
the garage doors are not dis-
cussed until now, don’t get the idea that they are tasks that are necessarily 
performed at the end of the construction project. 

On the contrary, as we mentioned above, many builders pour the drive 
when they pour the slab!

OPERATION
You want to inspect the installation and operation of the garage door 
carefully. If the door is counterbalanced with springs, look to see that 

This garage door fits very nicely. There is no vis-
ible space at the sides or at the bottom
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they are securely fastened at both ends. These things can become lethal 
if they snap loose. Opening and closing should be smooth and easy. If 
you have your electrician install a garage door opener, you’ll want it to 
last as long as possible. So make sure its job is easy.

TIGHT FIT
Check also for a tight fit at the sides. The garage is not intended to be a 
conditioned space, and garage doors are not designed to totally exclude 
air infiltration. But some fits are better than others. Get a good one.

Look closely at the fit at the bottom. The bottom of the garage door is 
fitted with a rubber weather strip that is  intended to keep out all  water. 
Of course, this has to work in conjunction with the slope of the drive 
as described in the previous section.

GUTTERS AND DOWNSPOUTS

WHY NOW?
These are really part of the roof equipment, but are discussed here since 
many builders wait until the home is almost finished before having them 
installed. The exterior of the home needs to be completed and painted 
before the gutters and down spouts are installed. The finish grading needs 
to have been done so that the length of the downspouts can be set.

The same sub who hangs your garage door will probably be the one who installs the 
opener. Check it for smooth operation, both with the manual switch and the remote 

control, and check the emergency stop for proper sensitivity.
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WHAT TO CHECk 
1. Check the gutters to see that they are firmly attached to the fascia 

board.
2. Check downspouts to see that they are secure.
3. Check all material for dents and other damage.

SLOPE 
Gutters are to be hung with a slope towards the downspouts so that 
water drains to them. You can check this with your level. You could also 
check it with a hose, or just wait until the first rain. You want to make 
sure then that the system does not leak at the juncture of the gutters 
and the downspouts.

FINISH
If you are not using a pre-finished gutter, you may consider installing it 
before the exterior painting is done. Talk it over with your painter and 
gutter man.

Make sure the gutters and downspouts are securely fastened. All joints must be water-
tight. The gutter must be mounted so as to slope toward the downspout so that water does 

not stand in the gutter.
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CLEAN UP
Cleaning up seems to be a never ending process in building a new home. 
At last we have reached the final  clean up! All of the remaining trash 
can now be hauled away.

INSIDE
Inside, everything that has been dirtied by the construction process is to 
be cleaned spotless and shiny by your cleanup crew. Remove drywall 
mud from tubs and showers. Clean all counter tops. Vinyl and tile are 
swept and mopped. Carpet is vacuumed. Windows are scraped and 
washed inside and out.

OUTSIDE
Outside, foundations and siding are washed free of mud. Walks, drives, 
and masonry are cleaned with a solution of muriatic acid. Be careful 
with this stuff. It eats through leather. Have someone with experience 
to do this work.

SUPERINTENDING
You won’t have any problem superintending this portion of the con-
struction process. Your criteria is simple. It must be clean!

PUNCH-OUT

WHAT IT IS
This is a strange phrase of uncertain origin. It refers to creating a punch 
list,  which is a list of everything that has to be done to completely fin-
ish the home. These are things that were never done correctly or things 
that have been damaged or broken, and all the other things that have 
been put off till the end of the job. 

In addition, there are some last minute kind of things that need to be 
done like placing splash blocks  under your downspouts (if the landscape 
sub did not take care of this) and erecting a mailbox. 

PREPARING THE PUNCH LIST
You will need to go through the home carefully inspecting each room 
as well as the exterior and the grounds to compile your list. You need 
to do this in an orderly fashion to avoid missing anything. 
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Click here for  Home Building Answers' Walk-Through Inspection  form 
- designed to help you focus on each area in the home. It will help you 
to organize the identification as well as the resolution of each task that 
needs to be completed.

Once you have com-
pleted the list, you can 
run a copy for each 
sub that is invol ved 
and check the areas 
he is responsible for. 
Remember when sched-
uling the subs back for 
their punch-out tasks, 
that the work of some 
subs may be dependent 
on the completion of the 
work of others.

GETTING THE 
WORk DONE
Many builders employ a 
punch-out person who 
does much of this work 
- minor carpentry repair, 
retouching the paint, 
etc. Possibly you have 
someone who is handy 
enough to do some of 
this without the need 
of recalling the subcon-
tractor, especially if the 
need for the work was 
not created by any fault 
of the sub himself. Some 
of the work, however, 
will demand the attention of the expert. It is possible that you will have 
to pay extra to get a sub back to repair something over which he had no 
control.

This is a necessary and usual part of building, so don’t be up tight. Just 
get it handled. Anything  can be fixed and made new.

You may not want to wait until everything else is com-
pleted before building one like this. Plan your schedule 
to fit YOUR home!

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/Walk Through Inspection.pdf
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FINAL INSPECTIONS, UTILITIES, & CER-
TIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY
After your punch-out work has been completed, you are ready for the 
final inspections by the building, electrical, HVAC, plumbing, FHA or VA 
(if applicable), and bank inspectors. Assuming everything is in order, the 
building official will probably issue a Certificate of Occupancy  which 
asserts that the home meets locally approved codes and is ready to be 
occupied. This, or some variation of the same, is usually the document 
that tells the utility companies that they can set your meters and turn on 
the power, gas, and water. Note: some municipalities allow the water to 
be turned on at an earlier stage. Check with the utility.

Your banker will 
issue the final con-
struction draw so 
that the remaining 
debts to subs and 
suppliers can be 
paid. If you have 
not already done so, 
arrange with your 
banker to convert 
the construction to 
a permanent loan, 
or, if you are deal-
ing with separate 
construction and 
permanent funding, 
to set up the closing for the permanent loan.

FINAL CHECk OUT AND MOvE IN
Once your utilities are on, you need to carefully check all those systems 
which are dependent on them - switches and outlets, appliances, light 
fixtures and ceiling fans, smoke alarms and door bells, the furnace and air 
conditioning system and their related equipment (thermostat, humidifier, 
electronic air filter, etc.), plumbing fixtures, telephones, and so on.

Once these all check out, you’re ready to move in!
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CONCLUSION

CONGRATULATIONS
You have completed this comprehensive course on Residential Contracting. 
You are now prepared to embark on a rich and rewarding adventure - 
building your own home! You will, in a very real sense, be in direct charge 
of providing one of the few real necessities  in life - your own shelter. In 
the process you will gain a tremendous amount of knowledge and prob-
ably a healthy measure of self confidence. And to top it off you will save 
a bundle on your new home. If you keep your attitude positive and  stay 
relaxed, you will retain your sanity and can step back with pride to enjoy 
the home which you have built for yourself and your family. Give yourself 
a pat on the back. You have earned it!

We would like to hear about your experiences during the construction 
of your home. Did you enjoy yourself? How much did you learn? Do 
you plan to make any further use of this newly gained knowledge and 
experience? How much did you save? How can we improve the course? 
Would you recommend it to others?

If the experience of building your own home has been a satisfying ex-
perience, one that you have found challenging and fun, read on. You 
may want to consider becoming a professional home builder - either on 
a part time or even a full time basis.

FINAL ExAM AND CERTIFICATE OF SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION
As stated in Lesson One, you may choose to take a final examination. A 
passing grade on this exam will entitle you to a Certificate of Successful 
Completion, which is suitable for framing. The exam is open book. Click 
here to get a downloadable copy of the Final Exam. The Certificate is a 
testament to the hard work you have done in successfully completing 
this course, and may be of help in establishing your qualifications when 
seeking construction funding.

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/Final_Exam.pdf
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BECOMING A PROFESSIONAL HOME BUILDER

THE PUBLIC WELFARE
There is a difference between building for yourself and building for oth-
ers. When you build for yourself, presumably only you will have to live 
with your mistakes. In any rate, few jurisdictions would deny a man the 
right to build his own shelter. But when you build for others, for a profit, 
the public welfare  becomes involved. This is the umbrella under which 
most if not all government regulations find their legislative mandate.

In most jurisdictions commercial contracting is regulated. There are still 
some states which do not have a licensing law for residential contractors, 
but most do. In addition to the state, there may be regulations at the 
county or city level, governing who is allowed to build homes for others 
for a profit.

LICENSING REqUIREMENTS
Licensing requirements may require you to have some formal training 
in residential construction. This course may or may not be acceptable in 
your jurisdiction as a fulfillment of educational requirements. (You may be 
required to take a course established and controlled by the jurisdiction). 
Nevertheless, the knowledge and experience you have gained here will 
certainly go a long way towards equipping you to master whatever it is 
that they may require for licensing.

ExAMINATION
You may also be required to pass a written licensing examination. These 
exams will typically include sections on the building codes, state licens-
ing, labor, and insurance laws and regulations, reading blue prints, and 
doing quantity takeoffs.

Check with your local building official to determine which jurisdictions 
regulate the licensing of home builders.

ESTABLISHING CREDIT
Once you are licensed, you will need to establish a line of credit with a 
lender for construction financing. Of course, you will probably want to 
start with the banker who just provided your financing on your personal 
home. As your credit is more firmly established as a builder, you will feel 
more confident in establishing credit with other lending institutions. 

One way to limit your exposure when you are first getting started is to 
build on a contract basis. That is, instead of building a home with no buyer 
in mind and putting it up for sale, you contract with some individuals 
to build a home for them on their lot. In this case, the loans can all be 
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in the name of the buyer. As your experience, reputation, and net worth 
increase, you will be able to command a larger line of credit and maybe 
even more leverage.

START SMALL
As you launch your new career, start small. Get your feet wet slowly. Sure 
you’ve just built a home, and you probably feel you know about all there 
is to know about this home building business. You don’t.  You still have 
a lot to learn. Go slow!

HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
Join the local home builders’ association (HBA) and get active. You can 
learn a lot from other builders. You don’t have to constantly reinvent the 
wheel. Secure the services of good real estate professionals - accountant, 
architect or home designer, attorney, and Realtor. These people can make 
or break you. Listen to them.

BUSINESS COURSES
If you don’t have business experience, we strongly advise you to go to 
your local community college and take some courses on accounting and 
business management. Your HBA has access to tons of educational books 
and seminars which can be of tremendous help to you.

GROWING
If your business grows to the point where you find that you can’t do ev-
erything yourself, look long and hard for the right people with the right 
personalities and the right experience before you hire. But don’t fall into 
the trap of hiring people before you need them. If you’re not careful, all 
of your profits can get eaten up in overhead. 

Always stay lean.  And don’t think you have to build a hundred houses 
a year to do well. You don’t! There are plenty of builders, working alone 
or as a family team, building a few houses a year and doing very well 
for themselves. How many you’ll need to build will depend on how big 
they are, how hard you want to work, and how much money you want 
to make.

There are  some economies and benefits to volume building, however. A 
large builder in the metropolitan Atlanta area was once heard to say, “It’s 
easier to build a hundred houses, than it is to build just one.” His point 
was that it is easier to get and maintain the attention of bankers, subs, 
suppliers, and buyers if you are a large builder. 
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If you are building several homes in the same subdivision, the subs can 
move from home to home. This makes scheduling and callbacks for repairs 
much easier. Materials left over on one home can be moved to the next. 
Potential buyers have a greater choice.

Congratulations! You have made it through a 
long and detailed course. This last lesson has 
been focused on superintending the exterior 
construction, punching out the home, and 
getting your final inspections and Certificate 

of Occupancy. We hope most of your questions and concerns have been 
answered, and we wish you great luck and many blessings in your project. 
Please let us know how it goes. Send us some pictures!

CHECK LISTS Q&A’s

Summary

Return.to.Home-Building-Answers.com

http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/L17CL.pdf
http://www.homebuildinganswers.com/iBook/PDF/L17Q&A.pdf
www.home-building-answers.com
http://www.home-building-answers.com
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